[The relationship of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma with P16 protein expression].
The expression of P16 protein was examined in 45 cases of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL), 4 cases of reactive hyperplasia of lymph node (RHLN) and 6 cases of normal spleen with immunohistochemical staining. Positive reaction of P16 protein was observed in some lymphocytes of RHLN and splenic nodule and around splenic sinus. The positive rate of P16 protein expression in NHL was 37.8% (17/45). The positive rates of P16 protein expression for the low intermadiate- and high-grade malignancy groups were 66.7% (10/15), 37.5% (6/16) and 7.1% (1/14) respectively. There was a significant difference between the low malignancy NHL and the high malignancy NHL (P < 0.005) in expression rate of P16 protein. It suggests that P16 protein expression may be one of the important parameters in estimating the prognosis of patients with NHL.